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Dr. Slaten has written a scholarly monograph, and New Testament 
scholars owe him a debt of gratitude for calling their attention to the 
qualitative force of certain nouns in the Pauline epistles. 

William H. P. Hatch 
Episcopal Theological School 
Cambridge, Mass. 



A NEW TRANSLATION OF THE GOSPELS 1 

France, almost alone among Christian countries, has no standard 
translation of the Bible, though it has translations in plenty, no one of 
which is of outstanding quality or excellence. Bernard Shaw, in his 
screed on Parents and Children, observes, "The reason why the conti- 
nental European is to the Englishman or American so surprisingly 
ignorant of the Bible, is that the Authorized English Version is a great 
work of literary art, and the continental versions are comparatively 
artless." The usual Shavian measure of truth in this observation any 
reader may easily verify for himself. It is notably true of the Ostervald 
version most widely used in France, and circulated by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society. Even in its latest revision it is neither attractive 
French nor an adequate reproduction of the spirit and substance of the 
original. It lacks color, atmosphere, dignity, impressiveness, life, in- 
terest — everything which makes the artless Greek and the Jacobean 
English noble works of art. 

Now the Protestant Societe Biblique de Paris is celebrating the 
centenary of its origin by the publication of a new Bible translation, 
intended to place at the disposal of everyone who can read the Bible at 
all in French the canonical writings in a form at once in the highest 
degree accurate, intelligible, and attractive. The translation is to render 
the best text that critical scholarship can reconstruct, and to provide 
such measure of introduction and notes that any reader may know with- 
out difficulty what the writers were meaning to say, as far as it can today 
be known. 

There is already at hand the section containing the Synoptics (save 
for a small portion of Luke), from which we may expect a high measure 
of success for the whole enterprise. The translation has the quality of 
freshness, clearness, sonority, dignity. At times it is exceedingly happy, 

'La Sainte Bible. Traduction nouvette d'apris les meilleurs iextes avec introduction 
et notes. Edited by Adolphe Lods. Paris: Soci6te Biblique de Paris, 1918. Deux- 
ieme Livraison: Les Evangiles Synoptiques. Hi +128 pages. Fr. 70 (the entire 

work). 



240 THE AMERICAN JOURNAL OF THEOLOGY 

to the point of being translation and commentary in one. It has been 
done by so competent a scholar as Maurice Goguel, who has provided 
also two introductions (a part of the first was done by Louis Randon) 
and a series of footnotes. The introduction to the whole New Testament 
deals with the canon, the text, and Judaism in New Testament times; 
that to the Synoptic Gospels covers the solution of the synoptic problem 
and the salient characteristics of each of the three documents. Both are 
brief, elementary, accurate, and absolutely clear. The notes have the 
same excellent qualities. Variant readings are noted, and the sources 
of successive passages are indicated in the margin, along with the synop- 
tic parallels. If the notes have a fault, it is that they are too elementary; 
they tell us the little things, but neither raise nor answer fundamental 
questions. The readers of the birth-stories here, for instance, will not 
be helped if they chance to inquire: Are these stories true ? If not true, 
what is their origin, meaning, and value ? What of the contradictions 
between Matthew and Luke? and the like. There must be French 
readers who raise such questions; is it beyond the province of a work like 
this to suggest reply ? We await with expectation further issues of this 

significant enterprise. 

Clayton R. Bowen 
Meadville Theological School 
Meadville, Pa. 



A NEW CHURCH HISTORY 1 

The merit of this book does not consist in its originality, for it makes 
no claims to such, but in its remarkably complete presentation of the 
essential facts of church history in a form abreast of the best modern 
methods of treating and teaching that subject. In fact, we have for the 
first time a thoroughly satisfactory textbook. The method of Kurtz 
was quite antiquated. His well-known handbook presented merely 
materials for history. In the book before us we have the facts presented 
in their genetic relation in the church's life. The book reads well, no 
small virtue in a work of the kind. The reader wholly untrained in 
theology and mediaeval secular history may find too many novel ideas 
in the book to regard it as easy reading. That is not the fault of the 
book but the fault of the reader. There is hardly anything that could be 
omitted in the presentation of the subject. The author avoids as far 
as possible merely technical matters and modes of treatment, but the 

1 A History of the Christian Church. By Williston Walker. New York : Scribner, 
1918. xiii+624 pages. $3.00. 



